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CONTENT OVERVIEW
For the first time since the inception 
of European Space Camp in 1996, 
camp of 2020 had to be cancelled due 
to travel restrictions because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As the team or-
ganizing camp is made up of previous 
participants that gets changed after 
every camp, we are as an organisation 
completely reliant on conducting camp 
to make new additions to the team. 
The new members that we get every 
year, all have their own ideas, passions, 
and motivation to make camp a little 
bit better next year. In my opinion, this 
iterative method of always cycling in 
new members of the team, is the fo-
undation that keeps the organisation 
from growing stale and getting stuck 
in its own tracks, always encouraging 
new and innovative ways of making 
camp better.

As a result, we very quickly realized 
that not having camp in 2021 would be 
detrimental to our organisations’ futu-
re. Very quickly, we decided that camp 
2021 will happen, even if it won’t be 
physically at Andøya. Since then, the 
team has been hard at work preparing 
both for an online alternative and for 
an in-person physical camp at Andøya, 
taking advantage of our network of 
contacts involved in the space, rese-
arch and education sector to push 
the limits of what an online camp can 
achieve.

With the cancelled camp of 2020 be-
hind us, and the possibility of an online 
camp in 2021 in front of us, we have 
laid the foundation to make sure that 
we’ll never have to completely cancel 
due to travel restrictions again. The 
team has shown phenomenal work 
ethic, initiative and willingness to work 
more, work smarter, and find solutions 
to all the new challenges we faced in 
developing the online programme whi-
le also preparing for the possibility of 
an in person camp. I am very proud to 
be a part of this team, and I’m sure that 
these amazing people will continue to 
make ESC a unique, once in a lifetime 
experience that will continue to inspire 
the next generation of scientists and 
engineers for years to come, no matter 
what challenges and obstacles may be 
in the way.

Lastly, I would like to thank all our col-
laborators, sponsors and scholarship 
organisations for your understanding 
and cooperation during these times. 
Without your support, understanding 
and cooperation with developing the 
online programme for ESC 2021, we 
might have had a camp to look forward 
to in 2021! 

Gaute Holen
Head of Team Space Camp
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ORGANISERS
European Space Camp was first 
organised in 1996. It started out as 
a Nordic camp, but quickly evolved 
into an international event, with par-
ticipants having represented 33 co-
untries and 6 continents. The camp’s 
primary purpose has always been to 
promote science, both as a field of 
study and a line of work. To achieve 
this we focus on three things: theory, 
practice and social activities. Many of 
our previous participants go on to stu-
dy science, engineering and medicine. 
European Space Camp is organised 
by the organisation European Space 
Camp and the Norwegian Centre for 
Space-related Education  in co-ope-
ration with  Andøya Space Center 
and the Norwegian Space Centre.

European Space Camp
European Space Camp, formerly 
known as Forbundet Unge Forskere 
(Norwegian Association of Young 
Scientists), is the organisation 
responsible for the overall plan-
ning of the camp. European Space 
Camp is a non-profit organisation 
that works to promote interest  
in  science among young people.   

Andøya Space Education
Andøya Space Education is a subsidia-
ry of Andøya Space. Its main purpose 
is to increase national recruitment to 
space-related subjects. Its role is beco-
ming increasingly relevant in Norway, 
where the space industry is steadily 
growing and in need of fresh talent. 
Andøya Space Education initiates, 
develops and organises several edu-
cational courses and events for yout-
hs, students and teachers. Its main 
responsibility in organising European 
Space Camp is to handle the scienti-
fic and academic part of the camp.

Andøya Space
Andøya Space is located at Andøya 
in northern Norway, and is the 
northernmost permanent rocket 
range in the world with decades of 
experience in launching sounding 
rockets for atmospheric research. 
Andøya Space supports sounding 
rockets and balloon operations both 
at Andøya and Svalbard. The space 
center also has advanced  facilities 
for ground based scientific exper-
iments using LIDARs and  radars.

European
Space Camp
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TEAM SPACE CAMP

The team’s main responsibilities include: sourcing sponsors, managing 
the camp’s finances, selecting high calibre participants, organising exciting 
social activities during the camp, maintaining our website, managing public 
relations, recruiting new team members and, of course, ensuring that each 
camp runs smoothly and is an enjoyable experience for every participant.
 
The members of Team Space Camp are all students of science and 
technology and work on European Space Camp in their spare time 
throughout the year. The Team gathers twice a year for workshops over 
a couple of days, where they prepare for the upcoming camp and share 
inspiration and creativity to make every camp as successful as possible. 

Team Space Camp 2020 consisted of Gaute Holen (head) Tiia 
Tikkala, Inge Eide Johnsen, Anders Mørk, Anne Svindland Nijdam 
and Lucia Carai. The team is delighted to welcome Anna Krajewski as  
our new trainee  for Team Space Camp 2021. 

The Team of 2020: Inge Eide Johnsen, Lucia Carai, Tiia Tikkala,
Anne Svindland Nijdam, Gaute Holen and Anders Mørk.

Team Space Camp in cooperation with Andøya Space Education is respon-
sible for the overall planning of the camp and consists exclusively of  
past participants of ESC. By selecting previous participants we ensure  
steady recruitment as well as creating a team of motivated people who  
understand how the camp functions and how it can be further developed  
and improved. The entire team works together on a voluntary basis to  
organise each year’s camp.
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FINANCING EXPENSES
FINANCING (in NOK) Financial Support Other (1) Total Support

Kongsberg Defence and Surveillance 10,000 0 10,000

Norwegian Space Centre 110,000 0 110,000

Team ESC (2) 0 135,000 135,000

NAMMO 18,000 0 18,000

SpareBank 20,000 0 20,000

Astronomisk Ungdom 13,000 0 13,000

FFI (Norwegian Defence Research Establish-
ment)

15,000 0 15,000

University of Stavanger 10,000 0 10,000

Scholarship fees 13,000 0 13,000

Banking interest 66 0 66

SUM FINANCING 209,066 135,000 344,066

(1) By other support, we mean support that we receive in the form of free services or 

services at a reduced fee. 
(2) Team European Space Camp contributed with approximately 3500 hours valued at NOK 
150 per hour. 

EXPENSES (in NOK) Budget 2020 Accounting 2020 
Course materials 4,200 0

Balloon operation (balloon, payload, operation) 5,100 0

Rocket campaign (rocket, payload, safety notifications, 
operation)

179,475 0

Lodging and all meals for students, lecturers and Team 234,500 0

Travel expenses, lecturers and group leaders 10,000 0

Transportation at Andøya (students and team) 13,500 0

External lecturers 17,500 0

Scientific assistance 15,706 0

Other expenses NAROM (unforeseen expenses, social 
events, insurance)

42,262 0

European Space Camp jackets 25,000 0

Equipment 500 0

Team expenses 5,000 2,000

Travel expenses, Team 45,000 27,725

Office expenses (Internet connection, stationary, bank 
fees, Space Camp DVDs and annual reports)

3,000 2,425

Postage 1,500 0

Marketing 1,000 840

Other expenses Team (including unforeseen expenses) 1,000 0

Transfer to contingency fund 0 176,076

SUM EXPENSES 604,243 209,066
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BUDGET
EXPENSES Budget 2021 (in NOK)

Course materials 4,200

Balloon operation (balloon, payload, operation) 5,000

Rocket campaign (rocket, payload, safety notifications, opera-
tion)

181,467

Lodging and all meals for students, lecturers and Team 234,500

Travel expenses, lecturers and group leaders 10,000

Transportation at Andøya (students and team) 13,500

External lecturers 17,500

Support for education activities 15,440

Other expenses NAROM (unforeseen expenses, social events, 
insurance, whale safari)

29,757

ESC jackets 30,000

Equiptment 500

Team expenses 5,000

Travel expenses, Team 50,000

Office expenses 3,000

Postage 1,500

Marketing 1,000

Other expenses Team 1,000

SUM 603,364

European Space Camp (ESC) is a nonprofit organisation, with the aim of organising 
and running European Space Camp each year within budget. Any leftover funds are 
collected in a contingency fund and reserved for future camps in case of a shortfall 
in funding or unexpected extra costs.

Unfortunately, European Space Camp 2020 had to be cancelled due to covid-19. 
This caused a significant reduction in costs and all scholarship and sponsorship 
organisations were contacted that no payments were expected for ESC 2020. 
Some opted to pay anyway with the money to be used for the next camp. Despite 
a reduction in incoming funds, NOK 176,075.68 could be transferred to the 
contingency fund which helped counteract the shrinking money reserve that 
resulted from several successive deficits.  

With the cost of European Space Camp increasing year on year, this is an important 
safety net. Controlling costs and protecting sponsorship revenues is of prime 
importance for Team Space Camp and the importance of all of the sponsors and 
scholarship agreements we currently have remains high. 

We continue to seek to further diversify sponsorship into Europe and internationally. 
We are extremely grateful to our current sponsors, scholarship organisations and 
collaborating partners. Their continual support of the work and vision of European 
Space Camp has been crucial to the ongoing success and growing reputation of ESC.
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SCHOLARSHIPS SPONSORS

Rogaland County Møre og Romsdal
County

Nordland County

Andøy Municipality
Troms og Finnmark 

County
Cesis Municipality
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MEMOIRS

The other days had equally great 
highlights like dropping a water 
balloon in a somewhat instable 
construction from the top of the 
stairs, seeing an actual moon-
rock, and meeting the cosmonaut 
Andrei Borisenko who we were 
all encouraged to ask questions 
to. I also always really enjoyed the 
lectures from Sophie Allan, a Lead 
Physics Teacher with the National 
Space Academy. She showed us 
an actual piece of the Hubble 
Space Telescope’s solar array and 
was always up for answering our 
questions about space ships in the 
form of donuts and all kinds of other 
things. 

As the week went on we also finished 
building our rocket. The successful 
rocket launch was celebrated by 
lighting a bonfire at the beach, 
going swimming in the incredibly 
cold Atlantic Ocean and staying up 
all night playing volleyball, roasting 

marshmallows, playing games and 
just talking and enjoying our time 
with each other perfectly wrapping 
up launch day. 

And then, with some more lectures, 
presenting the data we collected 
with our rocket and some shows 
and final games prepared by small 
groups of participants, Space Camp 
was over. 

It was one of the best weeks in my life. 
I got to meet so many cool science-
interested people from all over the 
world and I’m happy that we still  
keep in touch. I left European Space 
Camp more motivated then ever 
to learn more about space-related 
things. And whenever this motivation 
wears off I can still text my friends 
from camp and look at all the amazing 
pictures we took and remember 
watching this magnificent rocket  
we built lift off into the atmosphere. 

3...2...1...liftoff. 

That was the moment we all had been 
working for for almost the entire last 
week. The highlight of European 
Space Camp. But I have to say, this 
whole week was one big highlight for 
me. From the amazingly interesting 
lectures to late night social events, 
the whole experience at Andøya 
Space Center was a time that I will 
never forget. 

I remember sitting on the small 
plane to Andenes not really knowing 
what to expect. I had known about 
European Space Camp for a couple 
of years already but going myself 
was fairly different. But all my 
nervousness was quickly gone 
after some “Getting-to-know-each-
other-games” organised by the 
Team. Those games really forced 
me and everybody else out of our 
comfort zones and destroyed all 

awkwardness once and for all so we 
could purely enjoy the rest of the 
week.

The days at SpaceCamp where 
filled with lectures from exceptional 
people, building-the-rocket-sessions 
and fun social times with my new-
found friends. But of course they 
all started with Morning Power. 
Around 15 Minutes of partially fun 
exercises designed to wake up our 
bodies and brains. And it worked. 
I always felt energised ready to  
tackle a new day filled with fun 
experiences afterwards. And I  
always needed this energy. On the 
second day of Camp for example 
we climbed to the top of a nearby 
mountain to the ALOMAR LIDAR 
Research Base where we got  
another interesting tour and could 
also enjoy a stunning, yet cloudy 
view over Andøya. 

 Anna Krajewski | Particpant 2019
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